
Electric vehicle charging points 
A group of Lancaster residents have set up a new 
Community Benefit Society to install and operate 
charging points at community venues in 
Lancaster and Cumbria. ChargeMyStreet is 
raising money through a share offer, with the aim of paying interest on 
investments. The first two charging points are due to be installed at 
Dallas Road Boys & Girls Club and Bargain Booze on Greaves Drive. Visit 
www.chargemystreet.co.uk for more information. 

County Council to act on single-use plastics 
The County Council voted to approve a motion by Cllr Gina Dowding to 
phase out their use of single-use plastics such as drinking straws, cups 
and plates. Gina said: “I’m really pleased that County has agreed to 
take action, but disappointed that my suggested deadline of the end 
of 2018 wasn’t accepted. Instead a working group has been set up to 
organise a slower phasing-out of these items.” 

Residents’ parking changes 
The County Council has announced that it will be taking back 
administration of residents’ parking permits from the City Council from 
1st April. There will no longer be a face-to-face service at Lancaster 
Town Hall, and the current 30-visit visitor permits will be replaced 
with annual permits costing £25 each. Cllr Dave Brookes said: 

“The convenience of annual visitor permits will be welcomed by some, 
but we think people should have the option of continuing with the 30-
visit cards as they will work out much cheaper for many residents.” 

Canal Corridor 
Cllr Nick Wilkinson presented an alternative vision 
for redeveloping the Canal Corridor site at a public 
meeting in March. Nick said: 

“The Council owns 50% of the land and is therefore 
in a strong position to drive a community focussed 
development, instead of just taking what British 
Land offers. We envisage a phased approach starting 
with a mix of private and social housing alongside 
the canal. This would generate money to prime the 
development of an arts and digital business quarter. 
The former Mitchells Brewery has the potential to 
be given a strong identity as a landmark building.” 

Canal towpath 
Cllrs Dave Brookes & Gina Dowding again met with representatives 
from the Canal & River Trust about the state of the towpath between 
Basin Bridge and the Water Witch. The C&RT has now allocated a 
budget and asked for prices for surfacing the stone track with tarmac. 
In the meantime, the ruts have been filled in with stone.

King Street Studios is a new art gallery and studio 
space at 5a King Street, opposite Waterstones. 
Come to our art exhibitions - something new every 
month - or try a creative class or workshop. See 
www.kingstreetstudios.art or call 07743 238663.

City Council budget 
Green councillors put forward several amendments to the City 
Council’s budget for the 18/19 financial year. These included: 
‣ A fund to relieve extreme poverty and help voluntary groups 

deal with the problems caused by Universal Credit. 
‣ Money to improve infrastructure and cleansing in small parks. 
‣ A strategy to encourage digital businesses into the city centre by 

increasing office space and superfast broadband provision. 
The Green amendments were to be funded by reducing sums 
allocated for spending on external consultants. 
The poverty fund was rejected by the ruling Labour group, but the 
parks project will be considered for next year, and a funding bid for 
improved broadband has been submitted. 
A previous Green proposal for a small solar farm on Council-owned 
land at Middleton had already been accepted and is due to 
progress. There is also a proposal for an additional solar farm on the 
former Salt Ayre tip.  
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